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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

Scorrisn — President A. F. Macdonald wrote from Glasgow, 
October 2nd :—‘‘ Elder Meldrum is visiting about Edinburgh and westward to 
Bathgate and Falkirk ; he writes me the few Saints in Edinburgh are enjoying 
their meetings there. We will baptize two persons this evening. A few are 


being baptized throughout the Conference, and we stir up many interested 
enquirers. On the whole we anticipate a good winter’s work.” 


Nortivanam.—Elder William Bramall, President of the Nottinghata 
Conference, wrote under date of October ard: —‘‘ We are having good times 
among the Saints. Meetings are well attended. Our tea-party in Nottingham 
on October Ist., was a successful affair. After it there was a concert, which 
opened at 7 and ed at 9.30 p.m. There was singing by the choir, under the 
direction of brother James Bowler. Also songs, recitations, etc., by various 
individuals. Quite a few strangers were present. Yesterday four persons were 
baptized, two of whom are new converts. On Sept. d, five new converts 
were baptized at Obarch Greesley Branch.” 


UTAH NEWS. 
— — 


On September Oth, frost was experienced throughout the whole of Salt Lake 
City. Tomato vines were ruined, and potatoes were slightly nipped. 


‘The employeds of the Deseret News Office went on an excursion from Salt Lake City 
to Lake Point and return, on Wednesday, September 11th. The affair was gotten up 
in response to a complimentary invitation from e W. W. Riter, of the 
Utah Western Railroad, to pass over that line. 


settlement, Kane County, and start to visit the settlements of the Saints in Arizona and 
New Mexico. The party consists of Elders Erasturs Snow, Ira N. Hinckley, and John 
Starley of Fillmore; Jessie N. Smith, of Parowan ; L. John Nuttall, Edward A. Noble, 
and Charles Oliphant, of Kanab; and Bateman Williams, of Orderville, 


A letter to the News from Elder D. W. Jones, of Utahville, Arizona, stated 
that some of the Lamanitish brethren at that place had labored industriously 
during the past season, and 3,000 sacks of wheat had been raised, by the sett- 
lers with their aid. Considerable difficulty was experienced in teaching them, 
this work requiring that patience which only a servant of God cam manifest. A. 
Sunday shool had been in existence from the first establishment of the settle- 
ment and several of the Lamanitish children had expressed a willingness to 
them how to read. 
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At s young ladies’ school, not the most promising pupil was was asked, Mary, did Martin 


bye bull a natural death? “ No,” as the prompt reply; he was excommunicated 
a 99 
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By sorrows less Without brand oF hain; 
For there’s a nobleness Bald walk the 
* splendid than the blaze of fame With gleaming banner wide kale 

In living but to bless ! Free from one bloody stain ! ) 
Id live to aid the highest plan, I'd live to spread the pure 
To elevate each Te stay the flow ef 

Exalt him o’er his prese And give all nations power and ii 

And make his heart, veh t thoughts elate, elate, To break the wrong, enthrone the ficht, 
Soar heavenward from the With wise and li 

Id teach the young, and guard the old re lead the 220i? hid 

they before their eyes unrolled, l kindness have its god-like sway 
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%% NO WEAPON THAT 18 FORMED AGAINST THEE SHALL PROSPER ; AND EVERY TONGUE 
THAT SHALL RISE AGAINST THEE IN JUDGMENT THOU SHALT CONDEMN, THIS IS THE 
HERITAGE OF THE SERVANTS OF THE LoRD, AND THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS IS OF 328 


SAITH THE Isaiah liv, 17. 


—ä — 


Jo. 41, vol. XL, 


Monday, October 14, 1878. 


Price One Penny. 


ARE WE OF ISRAEL! 
Bx ELDER GEO. REYNOLDS. 
— 
“ Yaraél shall blossom and bud and fn the world with fruit,” —ITsaiah. 


[contInvep FROM PAGE 628.] 


CHAP. v. 


THE ORIGIN OF THE ANGLO SAXOXS— 


DERIVATION OF THE WURD SAXON— 


THE GOTHS AND VANDALS—OVER 
THROW OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE—THE 
MYTHOLOGY OB THE ANCIENT SCAN- 
EARLY 


the ten *. sas * still remains to the 


world an unanswered historical enigma 
so also is the question ‘unanswered 
‘‘ whence originated the vast hosts of 
so-called barbarians who, descending 
from the frigid regions of Scandinavia, 
with new races, new 


new institutions !” 
a connection between the loss of: the 
one people and the advent of the 
other, and one author of repute—Mr. 


Turner—extensively quoted 


in this connection, claims that the 


f 


was in the very 


{| fountain of the human race, whi 


I is historically lost, and further states 


that these people commenced their 
migration therefrom about the same 
time as the tribes of Jacob mast have 
taken their jaurney northward. 
Mr. Turner, in his valuable history 
of the Anglo-Saxons, whilst discussing 
the Teutonic descent of many of the 
nations of modern Europe, says: 
it is pecaliarly interesting to us, 
because, from its branches, not only 
our own immediate ancestors, but 
also those of the most celebrated 


nations of modern Europe have un- 


questionably descended. The Angle 
Saxons, Lowland Scotch, Norm 
Danes, Norwegians, Swedes, Germans, 
Dutch, Belg Lombards and 
Franks have all sprung from that . 7 | 


have distinguished by the terms, 

Soythian, German or Gothic. The first 

appearance of the Scythian: tribes 55 

Europe, may be placed, ubserding to 

to 
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era. 
existence, and of their progressive 
power were in Asia to the cast of the 
Araxes. Here they multiplied and ex- 
tended their territorial Jimits for some 
centuries, unknown to Europe.” With 
regard to the Saxons, Mr. Turner 
writes, ‘‘they were a German or 
Teutonic, that is a Gothic or Scythian 
Tribe; and of the various Scythian 
S ations which have been recorded, the 
nakai or Sacae are the people from whom 
the descent of the Saxons may be in- 
ferred, with the least violation of 
probability. They were so celeorated 
that the Persians called all the Scy- 
thians by the name of Sacae. * * * 
That some of the divisions of this 
people were really called Sakasuna 
(from which we have our word Saxon 
or Sacson) is obvious from Pliny ; for 
he says, that the Sakai who settled in 
Armenia, were named Sacassani which 
is but Saka suna, spelt by a person who 
was unacquainted with the. meaning 
of the combined words; and the name 
Sacasina, which they gave to that part 
Armenia they occupied, is nearly the 
same sound as Saxonia. It is also im- 
portant to remark, that Ptolemy men- 
tions a Scythian people sprung from 
the Sakai, who resided near the Baltic 
Sea, by the name of Saxones. 

Mr. Turner, if we mistake not, was 
not advocating the Israelitish ancestry 
of the Saxons, hence those who believe 
in that theory put the greater stress un 
his two most important statements. 
That the forefathers of this race dwelt 
in the region east of the Araxes, the 
exact spot to which Israel was carried 
captive, and that they began to spread 
out therefrom some six or seven hun- 
dred years before Christ answering to 


the very period that the children of 


Jacob dwelt captives in that country. 
One author has asumed a very unique 
derivation for the word Saxon. He 
says: We suppose it is derived 
from the Isaac, by which, we find 
from Amos, this house of Israel had 

gun to denominate itself, just before 
thecaptivity. It was usual to contract 
the commencement of the name, espec- 
ially when they combined it with any 


other word, or when it came to be 


familiarly applied. Saxon is, literally 
or fully expressed, the son of Isaac.” 
Just as Dickson in modern English 
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The first scenes of their civil | was abbreviated to Dixon..* Such ab- 


| breviations, we may remark in passing, 
in familiar talk are also common with 
our neighbors, the Shoshones, also a 
remnant of the seed of Jacob. One 
writer on this portion of the subject 
sees in this explanation of the word 
Saxon a fulfilment of the promise 
made to our father Abraham, In 
Isaac shall thy seed be called,” and 
goes as far as to advance the argument 
that Cossack is another expression of 
this same idea, or thata Don Cossack 
is literally and truly a son of Isaac, of 
the tribe of Dan. 

The ferocity of the northern races, 
who overthrew the Roman empire is 
thought by some to argue against their 
Israelitish orgin. But we must recol- 
Ject that the pictures of the Goths and 
Vandals, which have been handed down 
to us, were painted by their enemies. 
Nor would the argument, however true, 


have any weight with us were the reat 
proven. If they were of Israel they 
had been wandering, fighting and colo- 
nizing for a thousand years since they 
left Palestine before they overwhelmed 
Rome. And as far as ferocity is con- 
cerned they cannot equal the seed of 
Joseph on this continent, who but three 
hundred years after the fulness of the 
gospel was proclaimed to their fathers 
by the crucified Redeemer. committed 
attrocities that no Goth or Vandal ever 
exceeded. A very pretty theory has 
been advocated in connection with 
this portion of their history, to the 
effect that as the Roman empire was 
used by the Lord to destroy the Hoase 
of Judah and slay millions of that de- 
voted race, se the Lord used a portion 
of the House of Israel (unknown to 
both themselves and their enemies) to 
destroy the Gentile rulers of the world 
who had slain and scattered their 
brother’s house. 

The mythology of the northern 
races of Europe may also be noticed 
in connection with these inquiries. 
Those learned in the mythologies of 
ancient Rome and Greece say that it 
bears no likeness to them: its peculi- 
arities would rather tend to the idea 
that it was of Persian origin (British 


* It is claimed by some that the word 
Brahmin is an abbreviation of Abraham, 
in fact that the god Brahma is the Patri- 
arch himself deified. 3 
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Encyclopoedia). Some of the early 
Christian fathers have fancied a great 
resemblance between one of their 
deities, named Baldur or Balder, and 
our Savior.* This god is represented 
as the son of Odin and Frigga, youth- 
ful, beautiful and benignant, the dis- 

ser of kindness, the bringer of joy 
and blessings, who loves to dwell with 
men, and whom all men love. But 
he is killed by the wicked. (The 
manner of his death is surrounded 
with , mythological nonsense.) All 
men mourn the loss of their friend, 
and search through the world for 
some remedy to bring him to life; 
but in vain; stern Death has taken 
him away to the realms of the dead, 
and he cannot come back. His wife 
Nanna, that she may not be separated 
from him, has gone to dwell with him 
there. At last Frigga, his mother, 
sends a messenger to obtain his re- 
lease. He leaps the gate of the gloomy 
world, sees Baldur, and speaks with 
him, but no, Baldur cannot be re- 
leased. There he must remain, and 
his wife Nanna must dwell with him 
forever. 

From some of the details not here 
inserted, we incline somewhat to the 
opinion that the above narration is a 
confused tradition of the way death 
was brought into the world through 
the transgression of Adam and Eve, 
rather than that it bears relation to the 
life of the Savior. We draw attention 
to the way Baldur’s death was brought 
about. The tradition runs (American 
Cycloposdia), Baldur having long been 
troubled by dreams and evil omens, 
indicating danger to his life, his mother 
traveled through the whole universe, 
eliciting frum .every created thing a 
promise not to injure the god. But 
she neglected to ask it from the appa- 
rently harmless mistletoe. Loki, the 
most deceitful among the gods, an 
enemy of Baldur, noticed this omission, 
and cut from the mistletoe a piece for 
the point of a dart. The other gods, 
surrounding Baldur, made proof of his 
invulnerability in sport, by casting at 
him their weapons, with stones, ete. ; 
bat nothing injured him. Loki ap- 
proached 


gam, looked back with imperi 


and induced the blind god 
* The Saxons, American S. & 
Union, Philadelphia. 
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Hodur to throw the dart he had made 


from the forgotten mistletee. Baldur 


was pierced by it and killed.” In this 
tradition Loki takes the place of Satan, 
Hodur typifies the serpent, and the 
mistletoe the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil. It is also noticeable 
that they represent, in this tradition, 
that man could do nothing, of 
himself, to overcome the power of 
death. | 

The very earliest literature of the 
Scandinavian people, preserved on the 
Islands of Iceland, adds many testi- 
monies to the Scandinavians’ Israel- 


itish origin. On this point the Ency- 


clopsedia Britanica says: On entering 
on these ancient books, we are imme- 
diately struck with the corroborative | 
evidence which they furnish of the 
eastern origin of the Goths, the fathers 
of the Scandinavians. As all langu- 
ages, so all mythologies run in lines, 
which converge in one common centre 
ws * Central Asia. And little 
as we might expect it, no sooner do 
we open the ancient religious books of 
Scandinavia, than we are carried back 
thither. Our northern people are a 

ople of eastern origin. Odin * and 

is Asar, are Asiatics, declare them- 
selves to be from the great Svithiod, a 
country which appears to have been 
the present Circassia, lying between 
the Black and Caspian Seas. The 
whole of their memoirs abounded with 
the proofs of it. They brought with 
them abundant eastern customs, those 
of burning the dead, and burying 
under mounds. They practiced 35 

e 
affection to the great Svithiod, to the 
primitive district of Asgord and the 
city of Gudahem, or the home of the 

ods. They transferred a religion 
— the primal features of those of 
Persia, India and Greece, to the snowy 
mountains of Scandinavia.” 

In — we — 
strongly impressed with the geographi- 
cal — — Without any 
great stretch of the imagination we 
could easily consider the traditions 


Rev. A. B. Grimaldi, M. A., states: 

The Saxon kings traced themselves back 

to Odin, who was traced back in his descent 

David, 

cient MSS. in the Herald’s College, London, 
in Sharon Turner.” : 
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regarding the great Svithiod, to refer 
to Media, the primitive district of As- 
gord, to be the dim remembrance of 
their first home in the land of promise, 
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and Gudahem, the home of the gods, 
to be Jerusalem, the city of the great 
King. The parallel we consider to be 
very significant. | 


TO BE CONTINUED. 


The September-October number of 
the North-American Review contains 
a discussion of the above question by 
six noted preachers and lecturers. 
They discourse very learnedly upon 
the subject, but do not give very 
satisfactory or direct answers to the 
question. They seem to have settled 
upon the notion that remarks in 1ela- 
tion to the Bible will elucidate the 
whole matter, as though that book 
contained all the inspiration with 
which the human family has ever been 
favored. True, some of them accord 
a partial inspiration to a few of the 
heathen sages of antiquity, but this 
is denied by others, and the Bible is 
made the main object of the inquiry. 
We offer a few words to illustrate, in 
brief, the Mormon” view of this im- 
portant question: 

Inspiration, in its general sense, is 
the in- breathing, or action upon the 
soul, of the spirit of light and truth. 
It is measurably enjoyed by all man- 
kind of every creed and every race. 
The spirit of life is also the spirit of 
light. It is in all things, and 
through all things, and round about 
all things, and is the law by which all 
things are governed.“ It is to the 
spirit of man what natural light is to 
the eye, the medium through which 
any prineiple or truth is discerned, as 
natural light is the medium througb 
which are seen the physical objects of 
creation. Without light, nothing, 
either natural or spiritual, can possi- 
bly be perceived. There is a spirit 
in man, and the inspiration of the 
Almighty giveth them understanding.” 
This is the breath of life“ which God 
** breathed into” man in the begin- 
ning, by which he became a living, 
sentient, perceptive and progressive 
soul. It is also the true light which 


lighteth every man that cometh into 1 
the ages with the stamp of their genius 


the world.” But as there are different 


INSPIRATION? 


capacities of physical sight, so there 
are of mental and spiritual vision. The 
spirit of light is always the same, but 
the receivers thereof are various. 

This spirit comes from God and will 
lead to God. But it exerts no com- 
pulsery force. It illuminates, not 
compels. It suggests that which is 
good, but will not always strive with 
man.“ Those who yield to its prompt- 
ings are ledin the way of truth and 
strengthened and fortified against evil, 
Those who habitually resist it become 
influenced by the spirit of darkness, 
which is of that Wicked One, and be- 
come prone to iniquity. This natural 
inspiration is the light by which grand 
and lofty thoughts are reflected. Some- 
times several individuals far apart 
geographically, but similarly consti- 
tuted mentally, bring forth identical 
ideas. Each claims originality and 
perhaps charges the others with plagia- 
rism. But the real author is the 
Father of Lights, from whom the in- 
telligence flows which manifests the 
principles of every invention, device 
or arrangement which is for the benefit 
and progress of humanity. The uses 
to which the intelligence is put, depend 
greatly upon the persons who receive 
it. The light is good, but bad men 
may prevert the information it imparts 
to the worst of purposes. 3 

All men are accountable, because of 
that light, and in proportion to its re- 
ception and the opportuuitiestherefor. 
The greatest condemnation is for those 
who obtain the greatest light. Ever- 
lasting, unswerving justice will deter- 
mine this. The heathen, the Pagan, 
the Moslem, the Christian, the Jew, 
the infidel, all have aportion of this 
natural inspiration, and the sages aud 
oracles, philosophersand poets, reform: 
ersand philanthropists of ancent times, 
among all nations, who have impressed 
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and godlike influence, have all been 
inspired by the Spirit of light and 
truth, and have brought forth prin- 
ciples and precepts adapted to the 
period and people among whom they 
Sook The same spirit in the people 
bore record of the truth upon their 
inward nature, and by that light will 
be jndged according to their works. 

In addition to this natural inspira- 
tion, which is general, there has been 
at various times a special inspira- 
tion which God bestowed upon cer- 
tain persons for special purposes. 
‘This is called in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments the 
Holy Ghost. It is a greater endow- 
ment of the same light, by which things 
pertaining to higher spheres can be 
perceived and understood. By this 
the Hebrew prophets wrote and spoke. 
By it the Apostles knew that Jesus 
was the Christ while the world com- 
prehended it not. By it the word of 
the Lord has been declared to man 
from age to age. Without it, no man 
can possibly understand the things of 
God. It manifests the Father and the 
Son. It illuminates the past and un- 
folds the future. Itis the highest light 

that man can enjoy. | 
But while it is a more powerful ma- 
nifestation of divine enlightenment, it 
does not dominate the persons or facul- 
ties of its recipients. They are as free 
agents as others. It quickens their 
‘spiritual and intellectual faculties, but 
does not reduce them to mere human 
machines. It is the very antipodes of 
the ‘‘ possession” by which people 
have been controlled in different ages, 
and by which they were convulsed, 
distorted, and impelled irrespective of 
their will. The spirit of the prophets 
was subject unto the prophets,” so far 
that they need not if they wished not 
yield to its influence. They were not 
% mediums, like modern spiritists, 


mere animated automata. Their ideas 
were divine, their language human.. 


The same Holy Ghost inspired Isaiah 
and Ezekiel, Peter and Paul. Yet 
the style of their writings is peculiar to 
each, and Peter was seen to be ungram- 
‘matical and unlearned, while Paul's 
language had the polish of the schools. 

Revelation may be given by angels, 
by the voice of God, by divine visions 


and dreams, and by the manifestations: 
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of the Holy Ghost in thesoul. But 
though the last named is different to 
the former, it is needed for the com- 
prehension of either and all. If an 
angel were to speak the word of God, 
or a vision of heavenly things were 
opened to human view, without the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, the sig- 
nification of neither the word nor the 
sight could be properly comprehended. 
Those who have the Holy Spirit in the 
same manner and degree as Isaiah, can 
understand every truth revealed 
through him ; so with the writings and 
sayings of other Prophets and divinely 
inspired teachers. 

The higher inspiration is not con— 
fined to any particular age. It is as 
attainable now as at any former period. 
It is always the same. There are laws 
and conditions pertaining to its recep- 
tion which must be observed by all 
whe wish to obtain it. Faith, repent- 
ance and baptism precede its bestowal 
upon, or development in the human 
being. It is conferred by the laying 
on of the hands of persons appointed 
to administer it. Then it is enjoyed 
unequally, because it must be sought 
after, invoked, obeyed, and delighted 
in. As different recipients vary in 
their efforts, so they vary in their en- 
joyment of its benefits. 

Inspiration is not authority. A man 
may be inspired of God to understand 
the most exalted principles, and yet 
have no authority to act in the name 
of the Lord. Paul saw Christ in His 
glory. The sight struck him blind, 
and he was healed of his blindness by 
divine power. But he had no author- 
ity to preach or act in the name of 
Christ till he was called and ordained 
for that purpose. But no one in that 
authority can properly officiate without 
inspiration. It is necessary for the 
proper preaching of the word, and to 
sanctify all ordinances, ceremenies and 
observances in the Church of Christ. 

Our limited space forbids further 
present enlargment on this subject. 
The light of God is universally diffused 
like that of the sun. But men may 
close their eyes to the latter, and shut 
the windows of their souls against the 
former. It exists all the same. But 
as natural light is sometimes latent, 
so spiritual light is often dormant to 
us. But when the conditions are right 
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it shines forth in the midst of the dark- 
ness, and guides always aright. And 
those who will be led by the glimmer- 
ings of the light of nature, and lay 
hold upon the truth can, by obedience 
to the ordinances, come up into the 
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heavenly effulgence of the Holy Ghost, 
the Comforter, and be made partakers 
of the higher inspiration, the best boon 
of Almighty God to mortal man amid 
the gloom and darkness of this fallen 
world. —Deseret News. | 


CRITICISM. 
BY ELDER JOS. HYRUM PARRY. 


Of the many pernicious habits in- 
dulged in by mankind, few are [so 


productive of ill-will as unjust criti- 


cism, or the spirit of fault-finding, so 
often met with. An unjust critic, of 
all men, is most to be dreaded, for as 
he never spares even his friends, rela- 
tions or intimate acquaintances, they 
are never at ease in his presence ; and 
the very name ef being a fault-finder 
is anything but enviable or creditable. 
The disposition to unduly criticise the 
appearance, motives or actions of those 
with whom we come in contact, seldom 
arises from any other idea than a very 
exalted opinion of self, and a depreci- 
ative estimate of others. This is con- 
trary to the spirit of the Gospel, and 
fault-finding should be avoided and 
shunned by every true Latter-day 
Saint, for it is of the evil one, and 


betokens an evil disposition in the 


one who practices it. 

It is a very dangerous habit to find 
fault with any one, but when indulged 
in in speaking of those whom the Lord 
has chosen as his holy [Priesthood, it 
is indeed perilous, and, according to 
the Prophet Joseph, will ultimately 
lead to apostacy, unless the habit be 
forsaken. Jesus said, ‘‘ Judge not, 
that ye be not judged.” How often 
have we found ourselves sadly mis- 
taken when we have essayed the role 
of judge, and find him, whom we had 
rashly condemned, to be our best 
friend Ones give way to unjust, ill- 
advised criticism, even in jest, ere we 
know it the habit grows upon us, till 
we become inveterate critics, dreaded 
and feared, and our once desirable 
company shunned by our dearest 
friends; and indeed it is hard to de- 
termine on a character more to be 
avoided than a person addicted to un- 


due and inconsiderate criticism. We 
cannot calculate on the evil that is 
done when fault-finding or criticism is. 
indulged in in the hearing of the 
young, or the unitiated, especially in 
speaking of the absent. Instances 
might be cited where such a course 
has enkindled an unaccountable pre- 
judice, both cruel and unjust, in the 
minds of the young, that will remain 
there for years, perhaps for life, 
causing a great deal of ill-will and ill- 
feeling that was never meant to be 
engendered by the critic who caused 
it. We cannot be too careful of our 
words. Speaking evil and thinking evil. 
is tantamount to the same thing, and 
if we keep our minds free from preju- 
dice and evil, it will be no difficult 
matter to keep our words and actions 
above reproach. 

Nothing is so painful to a child as 
to be thrown into the company of its 
elders, and hear them depreciate the 
character of its parents, especially that 
of its mother; and when it grows 
older, and comes to associate with the 
company of the Saints, to hear the 
character of a brother or sister, a. 
neighbor or friend, picked to pieces 
by these human sharks, often only for 
mere gossip, is to them more painfal 
than if they themselves were the sub- 
ject of the criticism. The pernicious. 
nature of this practice should be appa- 
rent to all, and yet how often is it 
indulged in even when speaking of 
the Priesthood. | 

The spirit of accusation is akin to 
that of — and is of the 
same source, and, like the other, is 
never safely indulged in by anybody. 
It is something that we shall have to 
dispense with ere we inherit the king- 
dom of God. Do we not know what 
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rejoicing there was in heaven when 
Lucifer, the accuser of his brethren, 
was cast ont? And if we ever get 
there, it will not be by accusing others 
of „things they never did,” nor by 
criticising their motives or actions. 
We want, then, to cultivate the 
opposite spirit, by keeping ourselves 
susceptible to impressions of good, 
and instead of seeking for defects, let 
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us take the better, wiser and more 
pleasing course, of noting and admiring 
the points of beauty in all things 
around us, and encouraging the good 
qualities we meet in associating with 
our fellow-men. This course is enno- 
bling and exalting, and if we follow it, 
the world will be the better for our 
living in it. 


THE ROAD TO PERFECTION. 
BY BROTHER JAMES H. WALLIS. 


— — 


The greatest aim of life is to perfect 
ourselves for that glory and exaltation, 
which have been promised to those 
that are faithful and ‘‘ endure to the 
end.” 

When a child of God takes upon 
him the name of Christ, and has 
yielded obedience to the principles 
and ordinances of His Gospel, revealed 
for the salvation of mankind, in these 
the last days, his first desire is to live 
a pure, holy, and virtuous life; 80 
tbat, having overcome the wicked 
one,” he might prepare to sit down 
with his elder brother Jesus, in the 
celestial kingdom, with all those who 
have successfully combatted the evils 
of this world, and proved faithful to 


their Father and Gad. 


To obtain this perfection we must 
submit ourselves to the commandments 
of God, and at all times be ready to 
subject ourselves to the teachings of 
His Holy Spirit, whereby we can be 
led“ into all truth,” and be instructed 
in all things. 7 

This is the duty and privilege of all 
Latter-day Saints, that they may be 
— to receive our Savior, when 

e comes in the clouds of heaven,” 


with ‘‘ power and great glory ;” that 


„when He shall appear we shall be 
like Him.” 

Jesus, when He was upon the earth, 
told His disciples to be perfect, even 
as their Father which is in heaven 


is perfect ;” and we can see that the 
same commandment will apply to us 
now, equally as well as it did in those 
days. But to travel on the road to 
perfection, we must obtain and culti- 
vate the Spirit of God, to help us in 
our endeavors, that we may be 
strengthened and blessed, and not 
cast down, or linger by the way. 

Who are they that are trying to do 
these things? Who are they that are 
endeavouring to live up to the princi- 
ples of the Gospel of Christ in its 
fullness? None, only a few poor, 
despised, humble Latter-day Saints. 
But the world of mankind do not see 
these things; they do not seem to 
comprehend them. And why? Be- 
cause ‘‘ darkness covers the earth, and 
gross darkness the people.“ 

Paul saw, ‘‘that in the last days 
perilous times should come,” that men 
should be lovers of themselves ‘‘ more 
than lovers of God, having a form of 
godliness but denying the power 
thereof.” And so it is. But while 
they continue to do this, the Latter- 
day Saints are seeking to serve God 
and obey His commandments, by 
fleeing to Zion, the appointed place 
of our Lord for the gathering of His 
elect in the last days; that there they 
may prepare themselves, to reign with 
Christ a thousand years, and thus 


escape the judgments which are coming 


upon the nations of the earth. 


A Cunference on the Lord’s coming is te be held at New York inthe begin- 


ning of November. 


last five days.—Christian Globe. 


Dr. Mackay of Hull, who purposes sailing in the Sarma- 
tian for Quebec, hopes to reach New York in time for the meeting, which is to 
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HOW BLESSINGS ARE SECURED. 


— 


Every Latter-day Saint should keep steadily in view the important fact that 
the reception and continuous enjoyment of every blessing of the Gospel are en. 
tirely conditional. Without obedience to the doctrines or ordinances of faith, 
repentance, baptism and the laying on of hands, no person can enjoy the in- 
estimable boon of a remission of sins and acommunion with the Holy Ghost. 
We might, had we the requisite space, enumerate every benefit or saving effect 
we are acquainted with, which flows from the Gospel, and it would be plainly 
discerned as the result of obedience tu certain clearly defined laws. 

The foregoing proposition is supported by the experience of every Latter-day 
Saint. And it is asensible and just condition. It is the existing safeguard 
of the Gospel against favoritism or undue discrimination. It renders the road 
to happiness and blessings not aroyalone; it is necessarily the path of obedi- 
ence. Here is what the great Prophet of the latter times, Joseph Smith, uttered 
upon the subject, by the voice of revelation : 

There is a law, irrevocably decreed in heaven before the foundation of this 
world, upon which all blessings are predicated ; and when we obtain any bles- 
sing from God, it is by obedience to that law upon which it is predicated.” 
That every blessing obtained is the direot result of obedience to fixed and un- 
alterable laws is plainly sustained by common sense, justice and revelation, 
whieh are invariably in harmony. 

In this connection we ‘desire to draw the attention of the Saints in these 
lands to the necessity for them to pay their tithing, that they may secure the 
blessings that are predicated upon obedience to that law of the Gospel. When 
any person complies with it in faitb, he has as much fight to expect the pro- 
mised blessings to follow as he has to anticipate a remission of his sins as a con- 
sequence of a proper conformity with the ordinance of baptism. The Saints 
should stretch forth their hands and obtain a realization of the promises that 
are vouchsafed to them, and are only to be plucked from the tree of life on the 
principle of obedience to law. 

In a revelation given through Joseph the Seer, in Kirtland, Sep. 11th, 1831, 
the following passage cccurs : 

‘* Behold, no it is called to-day (until the coming of the Son of Man), and 
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verily it is a day of sacrifice, anda day for the tithing of my people; for he 
that is tithed shall not be burned (at his coming). , 

We do not wish to be understood as being desirous, of enforcing, in any 
manner, the law or principle under consideration, for such is far removed from 
our intention We wish, however, in accordance with our duty, to draw the 
attention of the Saints to the necessity, beauty and benefit of complying with 
the revealed law of God. We know that there are many who have but little 
mesns at theircommand, and some snch conclude that they are unable to do 
anything. However, if those persons could muster faith sufficient, to pay their 

tithing a blessing would follow, both temporal and spiritual, just as sure as the 
promise has been made, as an effect that invariably follows its preceding cause. 
Jae promises pertaining to this law are so familiar to tho Saints that there is 
but little need to quote them here. The widow’s mite” was but little, and 
jet it was as much as any person could contribute for it was her all. And for 
her faith, which must have incited the act, her name has been handed down 
from generation to generation, and she reaped the immediate personal 
approval of the Savior. . | 
The Latter-day Saints should seek to hecome acquainted with the truth and 
with the fact that there is a saving force init; also that the Guspel is not fiag- 
mentary, but is a grand whole and has to be accepted as such. We are pleased 
to say that there are many faithful Saints in these lands, who are seeking to 
eomply with every principle of the Gospel to the extent of their power. 
The consequence of their course is visible. They are alive in the work of the 
Lord, being in the enjoyment of his spirit. A person who is in the path of 
duty has nothing to fear from any source, for that isthe road of progress, 


leading to eventual peace and prosperity in this life and to eternal glory, 


in the presence of the Father and the Son, in the world to come. 


BENEFITS OF THE GOSPEL. 


— 


„Come out of her, my people, that ve be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 
not of her plagues......And I saw another angel, fly in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting Gospel, to preach unto them that dwell on the earth.” —REVELATIONS. 


Tue Lord has, by revelation, in this dispensation, made manifest the weakness 
and inconsistency of the creeds of Christendom. And it is acknowledged, by 
all impartial investigators, that, whether of heaven or not, the organization and 


doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, agree most 


perfectly with the Scriptures, and are more adapted to the necessities of man- 
kind than those of any other religious system. Also, that the ministers of that 
Church have done more without outside help to benefit the poor who have 
followed them, than the preachers of all other churches put together. 

The Elders have, by preaching the Gospel as Jesus taught it, without purse 
and without scrip, gathered tens of thousands of men, women, and children to 
the valleys of the Rocky Mountains of America, where they are placed above 
want, and increasing thejr possessions and home comforts, by industry and 
economy. By the help of God the Saints have solved the question as to what 
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true religion is, and are preaching its principles to the world. And, in Utah, 
where they have control, and where the facilities exist, they are practically 
solving that department of human interests known as the Capital and Labor 
Question ;” for true religion solves all questions affecting the welfare of mankind, 


Here the capitalist opens stores and banks, builds houses, ships and railways; 
and from the means of the masses, adds to his wealth; or he buys land, and 
rents it out in farms to safe tenants, who compete with each other in paying 
all they can for the privilege of farming land, which they improve but never 
own. Thus the capitalist adds to his already overflowing coffers. Or perhaps 
he owns factories, mines, or ironworks, employing great numbers of people, 
(who are thankful to work hard for small wages,) that he may successtully 
compete with other capitalists, who, like himself, are making money. Thus 
he monopolizes the avenues of wealth, and holds at his disposal the services of 
his fellowmen, as the scarcity of land and labor compels complete submission 
on the part of the working classes, to the power of capital. If it continue 
what will such a state of things bring with the increase of population ? Increased 
riches to the rich and poverty to the poor, widening the gulf, with the increase 
of years, between the two classes. But it cannot continue, for with the ine vit 
able ircrease of population comes new competitors for labor in the already 
overcrowded markets, and with increased experience in other nations is begot- 
ten the ability to manufacture and produce for themselves, thus diminishing 
the amount of labor to be done. Then will most surely follow a time of 
confusion, anarchy and bloodshed, for no man buyeth her merchandise 
any more.” 

The evil, it is true, is, at present, more pressing in some nations than in 
others ; yet all are already seriously affected, and the unjust rule of man will 
most rell make general its legitimate eonsequencie—euffering, rebellion, 
and woe. 

This is no idle speculation. The danger is so near that we now feel its effects, 
there are more laborers than can be employed, and the poor cry for bread ; but 
the end is not yet, and who can avert the coming calamity ? 

The Latter day Saints declare that the God of all the earth has spoken from 
heaven and offered to redeem from impending ruin, all who will hear and obey 
Him, as foretold in the text quoted above ; as the Gospel is sent tc save from 
temporal as well as from spiritual confusion. Divine wisdom, foreseeing such 
a state of things in their fulfillment, has sent the message, as predicted, and 
just as sure as it is unheeded by this generation, so certain will come upon it 
also the predicted plagues, for the word of the Lord will not fall to the ground 
unfulfilled. 

The political economy of the Saints in Utah, so ber as time and circumstances 
have favored its introduction, being agreeable to the mind of God, differs 
essentially from the foregoing, as it favors the division of land, provides labor, 
and shares proportionally the profits of all investments among the poor, by 
admitting them as partners in all enterprises; so that the poor grow in wealth 
as well as the rich, and capital loses its undue hold upon gga both classes 
growing together, their interests blended in one. 

This Gospel is the religion of the future, its principles and power being ever- 
lasting, it comprehends all the interests of men, reconciles all conflicts, and 
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promotes one true and living faith in regard to both temporal and spiritual 
things. 

Why then, O ye people, unto whom this Gospel is sent, will you shut your 
ears against the truth, and, with your children, go down, under the influence 
of superstition and priestcraft, to misery and death ? 


— 


REVIVING.—REPORTS OF PROGRESS. 
— 

From recent communications from some of the Elders, abstracts from which 
are being published in the Star, we are pleased to learn that in some ef the 
Conferences the work is reviving, under tho active and diligent efforts of the 
laborers in the vineyard. These indications are quite encouraging, and we 
hope to see them spread and increase. There is nothing so comforting to a 
servant of God as the evidences of fruit from his n performed work 
in the ministry. 

The Star is essentially the literary organ of the European Mission, and 


‘ should be an index to the condition of the work of the Lord in every part of 


the missionary field. That it may continue to be so the aid of the Elders is 
necessary. Brief and pointed reports of facts, bearing upon the progress or 
development of the work transpiring in every section, should be forwarded to 
this Office by the Elders. Narrations showing the opening up of new fields, 
additions to the Church and kindred subjects, are of intense interest to all 
who love the truth and their fellow-men. The missionaries should consider it 


a portion of their duty to render such reports, in the simplest form they can. 


Some may feel reticent about attending to this matter, owing perhaps to being 
unaccustomed to literary efforts. Solong, however, as facts are related, the 
matter of construction, etc., are secondary, as it is an understood editorial 
privilege to take judicious liberties with matter intended for publication, so 
far as putting it in requisite shape is concerned. Relations of well authenti- 
cated incidents wherein the power of God is manifested, accompanied by the 
names of the parties, such as cases of healing, to which it might be deemed 
wisdom to give publicatien, might also be profitably forwarded. 


New Merive Power.—For the last seventeen years the printing press of this. 


office has been propelled by steam. We have now, however, discarded the old 


steam engine and boiler and procured and had fitted up a gas engine, whichisa 
safe, effective and, so far as its ranning is concerned, comparatively unexpen- 
sive motor. This issue was printed by the latter method of propulsion. The 
engive is called a half-horse power, but can be worked up to about equal to one 
horse. The gas is the common illuminating article, supplied from an ordinary 
gasometer, and the engine can be put in operation, in a few seconds, by light- 
ing a single jet near the bottom of the engine, and giving a turn, by hand, to 
the fiy- wheel. The light from the jet communicates with the gas in the cylin- 
der, causing a regular succession of noiseless explosions in the interior, which 
give the necessary propelling power. 

Some of the advantages of the gas engine are — . is no delay in 


²˙ —ͤ—XoꝛZlt | 

h, | 
ly | 
Or 
d. 
| 
—äẽhä ä — —— äö̃—ää —V—¾6Eß—j—— — 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
—öñʃ—᷑¾ 

| 

| 

| | 
| 

| 

| 

| 


652 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


setting it in motion and the gas supply only costs about two cents an hour, when 
it is running. The engines are made exclusively, in the United Kingdom, by 
Crossley Brothers, of Manchester. The change of power has caused some 
delay in the issuing of the JoukNAL or Discourses, but the printing depart. 
ment is again in good running order. Elder Joseph Bull, sen., recently 
spent about a couple of weeks at this office, rendering efficient aid in sup. 
erintending the necessary alterations and improvements, connected with which 
was the cleaning and putting in thorough working order of our printing 
press. It is now in condition to do our work conveniently and in good shape, 


— 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Elder A. M. Musser wrote from Salt Lake City, September 10th : 

We are holding our political caucuses in view of the November election. 
We don’t expect much, if any opposition. The Deseret Agricultural and 
Manufacturing Society, is preparing to hold a Territorial fair, commencing Oct. 
2nd. Heavy frosts the last three nights have leveled the vines and crisped 
vegetation generally. Cereal and vegetable crops are unusually good this 
season. Fruits are abundant, but much damaged by the codling moth. The 
Temple here is progressing finely ; those at Logan and Manti have been 
checked, because of the busy season in the grain and hay fields.” 


Grermany.—President Henry Flamm wrote from Bern, Sept. 30th :—‘‘ One 
of our young brethren, who has been a member of the Church but ten weeks: 
called at one of the newspaper offices and asked to have a notice of the time 
and place of holding our meetings advertised. They refused at first, but he 
understanding the law on the subject to require public journals to insert any 
notices for which the parties interested were willing to pay, demanded the publica · 
tion of the advertisement, which was done. In consequence we had a large turn. out 
of respectable people, who were much interested. A few weeks ago I sent 
Elder Enz to a new place, where I had previously effected an opening. He 
there had about thirty strangers to listen, who expressed a desire to hear 
more. Prospects are brightening ; the Spirit of God seems to be operating upon 
the honest in heart. I baptized four persens last week, two of whom are new 

members, To-night there are several re-baptisms and ene baptism to attend to.” 


A friend writing from Salt Lake City, under date of September 14th, says 

On Tuesday I went to hear the renowned Beecher, in the Theatre. The 
parquet and first circle were full, the second circle empty, and the gallery per- 
haps a quarter full. Mr. B. is of medium height, rather portly with long hair, 
getting grey, rather bald on top of his head toward the back. He spoke his 
Piece entirely extemporary. His voice is not smooth and silvery, but rather 
harsh, as if semi-cracked. He has a good command of language, but not a 
flowing, easy utterance. In this he is far from being equal to Spurgeon, though 
Beecher is more fruitfal in gestures, which generally are good. He has suffici- 
ent vigor and energy. Beecher thinks a good deal of Beecher, has plenty of 
egotism, self-assertion, and dogmatism, also, he isa good mimic. He is rather 
familiar with Deity and the audience, and is in no wise baekward in givimg the 
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lie direct in public. He is a good speaker and talks considerable good sense, 
but he is not equal to Tilton as an orator. The latter is rather distant and 
haughty in his manner, but excellent in voice, language and delivery, and high 
toned in matter. Of the two I would rather hear Tilton than Beecher. Which 
is the better man is another matter. Neither is any too good, in all probabili- 
ty. This week is yellow fever sufferers’ week—base ball, theatre, sccial balls, 
subscriptions, donations, etc., all for the yellow fever sufferers.” 


Elder Jas. L. Bunting wrote from Ince, September 20th: 


‘¢ All is well in the Wigan Branch. We completed the organization thereof | 


last Wednesday evening. We have engaged Miner’s Hall for six months: 
Yesterday the Saints met at one o’clock in fellowship meeting, where the gifts 
of tongues, interpretation, and prophecy were manifested, and at 2.30 some 
strangers came in, and we had a time of refreshing from the presence of the 
Spirit of the Lord. In the evening we met at brother Bennetts, at Newtown : 
had a full house, some strangers from Wigan came in, and I may say the Lord 


has blessed the Saints with new life and faith, and, as they say themselves, a 


repetition of the good old times. Last Friday afternoon we went to Upholland, 
went through the streets acting as bellman, announced a lecture on Utah and 
the Saints, at the meeting hall at 7 p.m. We had a pretty full house, a good 
spirit and attention. We announced two meetings for Sunday. Elder Bunce 
wert’ and gathered up the Saints, among them our new convert, brother 
Speight, who occupied most of the time in the evening, much to the satisfaction 
and pleasure of the Saints and strangers present. The result is a revival amongst 
these branches ; and next Saturday, when we return from a visit to Darwen, 
Rawtenstall and Burnley, we have arranged to baptize some in the grove we 
visited with you last Sunday week. Thus we can say the Lord is 5 with 
us, with signs following the believer.“ 

Elder Bunting also wrote from Orrel Post, near Wigan Oct. 8th : 

„We had a very pleasant visit to Darwen, Rawtenstall, Burnley, and Black- 
burn last week. We find there quite a field for the labors of a good energetic 
Elder. Our meetings on Sunday last, at Wigan and Upholland, were well 
attended by the Saints and some strangers. A good, lively spirit prevailed. 
Elder Bunce was at Wigan, and myself at Upholland. Last evening we both 
met at Lamberhead Green, where we had a pretty full house. To-night we hold 
forth at Upholland ; and to- morrow at Skelmersdale ; Thursday on to Ormskirk ; 
Friday to Southport ; and to Liverpool on Saturday, expecting to meet Prest. 
Barratt there. Brother Marsh desires an additional number of the Star and a 
Hymn Book. Please send to Thos. Blackburn, of Darwen, 2 more numbers 
of Star, 2 more JouRNALS, one 33. Hymn Book, and one Book of Mormon.” 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
—o— 


8. 8. Wyoming, Se Sept. 24, 1878. pleasure to drop you a line, by way of 
Prest: Wm. Budge reporting progress, regretting only that 
Dear . we are now reach - in my hurry I forgot paper, and that 


ing the borders of Zion, I feel it a ink is a very rare a among the 
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